Serum procalcitonin value is useful for predicting severity of Kawasaki disease.
We measured serum procalcitonin concentrations in 160 patients suffering from Kawasaki disease. Serum procalcitonin was significantly higher in nonresponders to an initial intravenous immunoglobulin treatment than in responders. A cutoff value of procalcitonin (0.5 ng/mL) for nonresponders showed that the sensitivity was 85% and the accuracy was 64%. Multivariate logistic regression analysis revealed that procalcitonin-positive cases showed the highest risk for nonresponders.